CYC 101 (Marine Terms)

Windward
Toward the wind. The windward mark on a racing course is the one that is in the direction of
the wind. The windward side of the boat is the one that the wind hits first.

Leeward
Away from the wind, opposite WIND
of windward. The leeward side
of an island is the more v
protected from the wind.
Head To Wind
Starboard Tack {In Irons) Port Tack
Points of Sail
There are several points of sail
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Moving the boat from one point of sail to another
with the bow going through the wind. Example # Wind
below. #

3. Port
Tack

2. Passing through
the eye of the wind.




Jibe
Moving the boat from one point of sail to another
with the stern going through the wind.

3. Starboard
Tack

Bow, Stern, Port and Starboard

The are terms used to describe locations on the boat.
It is not enough to say front, back left and right because
those directions are oriented toward you. Depending on
which way you are facing they make sense. These
directions are oriented toward the boat. The Bow is the
leading or most forward part of the boat as it is designed
to move through the water. The Stern is the back or last
part of the boat to go through the water. Terms like
“move forward” mean toward the bow or “move astern”
mean toward the stern of the boat. As you can see from
the diagram the left side of the boat when you are
looking toward the bow is Port. Port's visual color is
red.
The right side of the boat when you are looking toward Ste '
the bow is Starboard. Starboard's visual color is green. These colors are important under low
visibility conditions when you need to know which direction a vessel is pointed or traveling in.




Boat parts

— Line
A generic term for any
rope on a boat. Example:
“pull in that line” or “release
that line”
— Halyard
Part of the running
rigging of a boat to pull a
sail up a mast. The running
rigging of a boat are the line
that move in order to put the
sails in place and make the
boat move.
— Sheet
Part of the running
rigging of a boat to control a
sail. There are
— Stay or Shroud
Part of the standing rigging
of the boat. The standing
rigging of a boat is used to
support parts of the boat and
are fixed, don't move. On a
420, there are stays on both
starboard and port to support
the mast side to side as well
as a fore and aft stays that
support the mast front to
back. This support allows
the mast to take more force
from the wind.
— Center board

masthead

E%,%E hﬂm

ma.i.nsiwet.-l;; jibsheet; —
i1kl % 1

u 1111 o —— 5 3 .'I"
ey tiller i\ ;__;t | —
head | s
stern h /
} e hull p Py
| RO i L
) T
,H/ ii - |I I_.' k.EEl
| | or
L__Jcenterhoard

The center board is used to prevent side movement of the boat in the water. It works against
the sail that is trying to force the boat sideways.

— Rudder / tiller

The rudder like the center board is used to prevent side movement of the boat in the water
but the rudder can be moved by the tiller providing directional control of the boat. The rudder
allows you to steer the boat as long as the boat is moving through the water. The tiller gives
you a mechanical advantage due to a lot of force on the rudder.



